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Partnership includes Sitagliptin, Sitagliptin/Metformin combination and the extended-release combination of 
Sitagliptin in India
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Abbott and MSD Pharmaceuticals (tradename of Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, N.J., USA) are announcing a strategic 
collaboration through a distribution agreement for MSD’s oral anti-diabetic medicine, Sitagliptin, its combination, 
Sitagliptin/Metformin, and the extended-release version in India.

Under this agreement, Abbott will distribute this portfolio, leveraging its broad in-country footprint to continue to make these 
medicines available to people in India. MSD’s Sitagliptin, its combination, and extended-release versions are marketed under 
the brand names Januvia®, Janumet® and Janumet® XR.

Sitagliptin is a DPP4i or Dipeptidyl Peptidase IV Inhibitor, used for the treatment of Type 2 diabetes. It was discovered and 
developed by MSD Pharmaceuticals and was the first DPP4i to be launched in India in 2008. The brands under this portfolio 
continue to be among the leaders in the category, even after loss of exclusivity.

In India, at least 60 per cent of deaths are attributed to non-communicable diseases or NCDs. Amongst these, the leading 
causes are diabetes, cardiovascular conditions and cancer. The country has an estimated 101 million people with diabetes, 
and 136 million people who are pre-diabetic, and are at a higher risk of developing diabetes in the future.

Rehan A. Khan, Managing Director, MSD India Region stated, “Since its introduction in India over 17 years ago, our 
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sitagliptin portfolio has positively impacted the lives of hundreds of thousands of patients across the country and has earned 
the trust of both doctors and patients.


