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Medicines will be made available free of cost to over 17.5 crore population across 111 endemic districts: J P Nadda

Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, Jagat Prakash (JP) Nadda launched the Annual Nationwide Mass Drug
Administration (MDA) Campaign for Lymphatic Filariasis (LF) Elimination through a video conference with State Health
Ministers and senior officers of 13 identified LF endemic States.

The participants were provided an overview of the campaign, its objectives, the key strategic activities being undertaken, and
the critical role of participating states in ensuring high coverage and compliance with the MDA programme. The campaign
covers 111 endemic districts across 13 States with door-to-door administration of filaria prevention medications.

The MDA campaign is a core component of India’s LF elimination strategy, led by the National Center for Vector Borne
Diseases Control (NCVBDC) under the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. The program focuses on the door-to-door
administration of anti-filarial medication, ensuring that every eligible individual consumes the prescribed medicine to stop the
transmission of the disease. LF, commonly known as "Hathi Paon," is a parasitic disease transmitted by infected mosquitoes.
It can lead to physical disabilities such as lymphoedema (swelling of the limbs) and hydrocele (scrotal swelling) and impose
long-term burdens on affected individuals and families.

Nadda urged the States/UTs to monitor the campaign at a state level to ensure early diagnosis of affected people. He also
called for the personal involvement of the political and administrative leadership at the identified state/district levels for the
same.
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