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Dr Harsh Vardhan takes charge as Chairman of ‘Stop TB Partnership Board’
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The Union Health Minister will hence serve a three year term, commencing July 2021, as the Chair of the Board of
Stop TB Partnership

In recognition of his outstanding contribution to the movement to eradicate Tuberculosis (TB) from India by 2025, Dr. Harsh
Vardhan, Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare has been appointed Chairman of the Stop TB Partnership Board.

The Stop TB Partnership is a unique international body with the power to align actors all over the world in the fight against
TB. The participation of a wide range of constituencies gives this global body the credibility and the broad range of medical,
social and financial expertise needed to defeat TB. The Partnership’s vision is a TB-free world.

The appointment of Dr Harsh Vardhan as the Chair of this prestigious global body is a proud recognition of India’s political
commitment to eradication of TB. The Union Health Minister will hence serve a three year term, commencing July 2021, as
the Chair of the Board of Stop TB Partnership.

Established in the year 2000, the ‘Stop TB Partnership’ is mandated to eliminate Tuberculosis as a public health problem.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan has been a vocal proponent of repurposing the COVID19 containment infrastructure and use the lessons
learned from COVID19 in elimination of TB in a big way:

1. Several dedicated Infectious Disease Hospitals have come up as a part of the pandemic response measures which
would contribute in a major way towards TB care and management.
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2.

3.

The molecular diagnostic capacity of the country has increased multi-fold. These multi-platform devices based on
cartridge and chip-based technology can decentralize TB diagnosis.

Behavioural changes acquired during the pandemic, such as cough hygiene, use of masks, physical distancing which
helped reduce the transmission ofother respiratory diseases, be used in generating awareness against Tuberculosis
as well.

The increased uptake of telemedicine and teleconsultation during the pandemic will also provide channels of
consultation for tuberculosis.



